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INTERVIEW WITH BERNICE SPAFFORD, 
CLASS OF 1936 
 
Jerry Laney  00:01 
Welcome to Illinois State University. This is Jerry Laney of Student Alumni Council and I'm talking with 
Bernice Spaffford on the Class of 1936 at ISU at Homecoming activities on October 17, 1981. During this 
bit of oral history we'll be reminiscing about the way it was in '36. We hope that those who listen to this 
tape will enjoy hearing from the persons who volunteered to record this bit of ISU history will find it is 
interesting and informative. First, Mrs. Spafford, as you think back 45 years, what are some of the things 
that are most—that are foremost in your memory of what life was like then at Illinois State University? 
 
Bernice Spafford  00:39 
I've just had a walk through the campus and it took me back many years, but I missed Old Main, and Old 
Castle is there and then the—our Student Union building was a tiny little corner in the basement of the 
Old Main building and they really dug it out and renovated it so we'd have a place to gather and play 
cards and whatever. Tiny little room. And our [inaudible] was there. We were in the years of the NYA, 
National Youth Administration, and all of the agencies that the President has set out, and we're just out 
of depression. So myself, I worked in the math office at 25 cents an hour. I was so happy to have that 
little extra money, and it was depression time. We were, we were all, we were all here for a real reason, 
I think. I mean, I know I was. You wanted to get out of school, and you wanted to get a job, and you 
wanted to help your family or whatever, so it's different today. 
 
Jerry Laney  01:52 
What do you remember about President Fairchild? 
 
Bernice Spafford  01:55 
First, we had another president, Dr. Brown. I didn't even know him, and there was a bit of scandal there 
he was a—[he came?] 1932. He was our president for a year, and then the next year we had Dr. Fairchild, 
and he really started many, many new things and created a college that could compete with all the other—
better than the other normal schools at the time, and presented—there was reorganization in Social 
Studies and just about every department in the campus with Dr. Fairchild. 
 
Jerry Laney  02:38 
What were some of the professors and university administrative officials that you remember for special 
reasons? 
 
Bernice Spafford  02:43 
Well, of course, Olive Lillian Barton, every girl knew her, and Dean Linkins, we knew him because he 
was dean of men, and Dean Schroeder was the dean of the university. And I had a lot of favorite teachers 
in the Social Studies department, there was Kinneman, Browne, and Dr. Beyer. And in Math, which was 
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my field, Dr. Mills, Mr. [Larson?], Eleanor Flagg, and Miss Atkins. And it was in that math office that I 
worked on the National Youth Administration and made 25 cents an hour. Dr. Mills was writing an 
arithmetic book at the time. One of the things I did was check the answers for his book, graded papers. 
Miss Atkins was always doing something for Geometry, making scrapbooks of symmetry and all of that 
so I did a lot of work for her on that. As I said, when I made 10 dollars a month at this job I was real 
happy. 
 
Jerry Laney  03:54 
Students today talk about how difficult it is to complete their education. How do you compare it to how it 
was during your years here and the way it seems to be today? 
 
Bernice Spafford  04:07 
It's—it can still be hard today. I don't know here but I have a granddaughter that's at the University of 
North Carolina—Chapel Hill and I know that—I think the students—from knowing the her, they're really 
back to the basics, and they are really going to college with a reason now. I mean, it's not play time. They 
are having a good time but they are—they're really sincere and want to get out of it. I know my 
granddaughter is in pre-law—her friends and they're all really interesting. We were too at the time. 1936, 
I think it was our—all our ambitions to really do a good job, get out and get a good job. My first job, you 
might say, it was $100 a month for 10 months, $1000 for the year. That was over at Gibson City in the 
high school. 
 
Jerry Laney  05:04 
What kinds of extracurricular activities were important to you and other students? 
 
Bernice Spafford  05:08 
To me, I was in—I think they formed it at the time, the League of Women Voters [inaudible] organization 
and we—even back then, we went down to a National Convention at Kansas City, and that was quite a 
big deal to take those few days off and be able to afford to go down on our own. And of course, the sports. 
The things that were presented on campus was our big entertainment. There were lectures, there were 
musical things. There were a lot of dances and so—and it was a big deal even to walk to Bloomington 
on Saturday for shopping, whatever. 
 
Jerry Laney  06:01 
What services were available on campus then to students, such as health services, counseling and 
placements and so on? 
 
Bernice Spafford  06:07 
The health service was very good. In Old Castle, Dr. Cooper was our college doctor, and Dr.—well not 
Dr., but Nurse Shae, and the nurse taught many of the health classes, and she was there but we could 
always go in to see Dr. Cooper. As I remember, you didn't really have to wait that long if you had a 
problem. Well, most of us were healthy anyway, but her office was right there every time. Do you have a 
doctor in the house? 
 
Jerry Laney  06:36 
We have one of that's—he's in on certain days, but we have a nurse that's always on duty. 
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Bernice Spafford  06:42 
And the Placement Bureau I think worked very hard. I know that when I was a senior you had quite a few 
friends that—the only thing I remember is that I really wanted to teach math, and at the time the jobs... 
that was in '36. They hired me in. You had to be mostly in the smaller high schools, the science and math 
combination, or coaching and math. So when I got my first job I had to resort to my second and third 
fields of social studies and bookkeeping, the business part of it. 
 
Jerry Laney  07:20 
What were prices then for hamburgers, movies, gasoline, and [inaudible]? 
 
Bernice Spafford  07:24 
They must have been low, I remember it was a big deal to stop off at, I don't remember, near the Alamo, 
to have the coffee and roll in the morning. The coffee of course was a nickel and the roll was 5 cents too, 
and sometimes you didn't have money for [that?]. So, I suppose hamburgers must have been 10 cents. 
 
Jerry Laney  07:46 
Movies? 
 
Bernice Spafford  07:48 
Movies, it was a great deal to—real fun when you had a date and you go into Bloomington for the movies. 
I don't remember going to—I guess there was a movie theatre in Normal, but we didn't have money or 
time. So it was, a bigger excursion to go to Bloomington. 
 
Jerry Laney  08:05 
What was tuition like? 
 
Bernice Spafford  08:08 
I really don't remember about tuition, but I will say that all four years in my college, and that's all expenses 
and everything, was under $1000. 
 
Jerry Laney  08:17 
I wish it was like that now. What was the typical mode of dress in 1936 in class, church, or on dates? 
 
Bernice Spafford  08:29 
Always skirts or dresses and low heel shoes and you didn't see the designer jeans, and you didn't see 
the sneakers. You didn't wear those. They were a loafer kind of shoe. And you put sweaters with skirts, 
or whatever you had. I mean, it wasn't a dress parade. 
 
Jerry Laney  08:53 
What was the most important national event that's happened in those years?  
 
Bernice Spafford  09:01 
What was it? 
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Jerry Laney  09:02 
What's national news like, what was an important thing that happened? 
 
Bernice Spafford  09:08 
I don't know that question. Help me. Help me. 
 
Jerry Laney  09:11 
Like what president was—anything that made the news that was big?  
 
Bernice Spafford  09:16 
We'd best go on. 
 
Jerry Laney  09:21 
What were the most important forms of entertainment on campus? 
 
Bernice Spafford  09:26 
We had concerts, and movies, and the Capen Auditorium was always [inaudible]. 
 
Jerry Laney  09:41 
About like today. What do you remember about the towns of Bloomington-Normal?  
 
Bernice Spafford  09:51 
Everything you really needed was in Normal. I lived at the corner of Broadway in a rooming house. 
Anything was there that you needed, and I had a cooking facility with my girlfriends and also I worked. I 
mean, remember these were days when a lot of us worked. I worked at Fell Hall for 9 meals per month, 
lunch and dinner. We would dash over from class and throw on a little white uniform over our clothes and 
be ready to help the girls. 
 
Jerry Laney  10:25 
I see. What about the use of tobacco and alcoholic beverages?  
 
Bernice Spafford  10:31 
I was very young. I came when I was 16—to college, I mean, and so there would have been a lot of it 
going on that I really didn't know about, and I thank the rooming house. We had no alcoholic beverages. 
We weren't supposed to smoke, and so the girls who did smoke, they would stick the ashes under the 
rug or whatever, you know. But basically, I wasn't a part of that scene. No problems there.  
 
Jerry Laney  10:59 
No problems on campus? What did you like the most about ISNU, Illinois State Normal University? 
 
Bernice Spafford  11:07 
I think I liked it because it was small enough. I think there were about 400 in our class, in our 1936 
graduating class. And you really knew just most everybody, well at least you knew everybody in your 
department and the associated departments and so it was very, very friendly and the professors, you 
know, they would just go all out to help you in any way. And you became really their friend. Like Dr. 
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Larson, he was young. You may probably know him. He's—has acted as dean, and he has acted even 
president, and he's going to be at our class luncheon today, but he was young when he came. You felt 
like they were your friends, you know. Real friends.  
 
Jerry Laney  11:54 
About how many people were per class?  
 
Bernice Spafford  11:57 
Were—upper? 
 
Jerry Laney  11:58 
No, how many people were in class. Like if you had a class, about how many people? 
 
Bernice Spafford  12:01 
In the classroom? I suppose 35 or something like that. We started something real new the year, or one 
of the years... In our social studies, we had these big lectures, classes in the whole auditorium—not the 
whole audiotor—a big study hall to take notes for the lectures. And then we would meet. We had those I 
think once a week, and then we would meet for discussion, you know, after, but that was an innovation 
at the time and we—they brought speakers in from outside and [inaudible]. 
 
Jerry Laney  12:33 
It's like that now, they have both small and large classes. You're saying the enrollment was about 400? 
 
Bernice Spafford  12:40 
Well no, our graduating class—  
 
Jerry Laney  12:42 
Graduating class. The total student body here now is just slightly under 20,000. That was one of the 
biggest ones. 
 
Bernice Spafford  12:52 
That could get too big. 
 
Jerry Laney  12:54 
Yeah, it can because of housing. And people getting into classes, like they've had problems getting kids 
into classes that they've needed, so they're here 4 and a half, 5 years. 
 
Bernice Spafford  13:04 
Oh, I see. 
 
Jerry Laney  13:05 
They're trying to do something, but they're cutting budgets and everything. There's really nowhere to turn. 
What were the campus boundaries then? 
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Bernice Spafford  13:19 
I think the same—the street right back here. What is that, is that...? 
 
Jerry Laney  13:23 
This is University. 
 
Bernice Spafford  13:24 
University. And north of the old library. Then there's the new Science Building when we were here. 
Whatever's [inaudible]. And then there were— 
 
Jerry Laney  13:36 
There's College that runs between the library and the Science Building. 
 
Bernice Spafford  13:40 
That must've been it then. And over to our right here—they were not here then, but there were these—
the trolley lines were still there. And then of course the end of the line was when they built the new 
gymnasium and the field there, wherever that is. But you're big now. You stretch all over the place. 
 
Jerry Laney  14:09 
Yeah, we're getting bigger. There's a new—I think, an Agriculture Building going up on Main Street on 
Route 51. 
 
Bernice Spafford  14:18 
There always was the Agriculture Department set up there, but they're just expanding.  
 
Jerry Laney  14:23 
I don't know much about it. I just— 
 
Bernice Spafford  14:24 
I think there's a museum out there now isn't there? 
 
Jerry Laney  14:27 
I think so. This is really big. It goes on and on. There's a golf course and there's a farm, ISU Farm. I 
don't—I've never seen—it's way out, it's toward that way, because I used to live over there. What were 
the dorms like? Did you have just one? 
 
Bernice Spafford  14:42 
I think Fell Hall and then during the time I was there I know that they built, or, they opened Smith Hall for 
the fellows, and that happened during the four years, but Fell Hall was here. 
 
Jerry Laney  14:55 
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Bernice Spafford  14:59 
I've just seen where they are and I am staying with my good friend Marge over at Hamilton Hall [inaudible], 
so that's been a nice look-out on the campus. 
 
Jerry Laney  15:15 
What buildings were here and for what purposes were they used? 
 
Bernice Spafford  15:18 
Well, they had the Training School in the building where Capen Auditorium is, where they had the Art 
Department as well as all the Dramatic Department, all that there, the Old Castle. That was used as 
[inaudible], the doctor's office was in there. And then we had—Fell Hall was right on campus. And then, 
[inaudible] gym. And then there was a new—oh, the library was an old building. It was built a long time 
ago. It was like grey like the Old Castle but not that ornate. 
 
Jerry Laney  15:54 
We have—the College of Business is now in the old library. It may be a different one. 
 
Bernice Spafford  16:01 
It might be a newer old library. And then next to that they did build a big new Science Building at the time, 
and that was it. 
 
Jerry Laney  16:12 
What were the most humorous events that happened while you were here as a student or the least 
humorous? 
 
Bernice Spafford  16:21 
Well, sometimes we would have an occasion, and usually with friends that maybe weren't in college, that 
we would take nightly rides maybe out of the city [inaudible]. Go to one of the friend's homes down in 
Springfield. Those were really way out. But at the time here it wasn't humorous but it was really—we beat 
Wesleyan at the time, and there was the snake dance and there was all of the celebration and all. Even 
a car got overturned and all of that. It was all—wasn't bad stuff. It was—we were just having a good time. 
 
Jerry Laney  17:07 
What was Homecoming like? Did you have any? A parade? 
 
Bernice Spafford  17:10 
Yes, we had them, and I didn't realize until I was seeing how many Homecomings there had been. But, 
we hadn't had many before. I think it was the 14th Homecoming, so really one of the first. They had a 
parade, and the band marched, and they had the floats. And we had the football game, and the meeting 
of the classes, so— 
 
Jerry Laney  17:33 
Did you have the election of a queen?  
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Bernice Spafford  17:35 
Yes. 
 
Jerry Laney  17:36 
We don't have that now, because basically it's a large school, and I guess nobody can decide on one. 
We have that problem. We have the racial problem. They don't want whoever, so they banned that. And 
we don't have pep rallies, but we do have Spirit Week, sort of, we have a schedule of activities of activities 
that go on the week before the game, concerts and whatnot. 
 
Bernice Spafford  18:08 
There were quite a lot of people that were going into Hamilton, around there, that were up at all hours 
last night. We didn't get in 'til late, so I didn't know if it was Homecoming, if people were revved up for 
that. 
 
Jerry Laney  18:24 
Both! Are there any other special memories that you have which we didn't talk about? 
 
Bernice Spafford  18:29 
I think it was the spelling tests for all incoming freshman.  
 
Jerry Laney  18:34 
Spelling tests? 
 
Bernice Spafford  18:35 
We all were in—I think we did it in groups in the Capen Auditorium, and even at the time I came as a 
freshman. Dr. Brown even pronounced the words. We had a spelling test of a hundred words. 
 
Jerry Laney  18:52 
You had to spell a hundred words? 
 
Bernice Spafford  18:55 
I think you had to take it over and over until you...  
 
Jerry Laney  18:59 
Until you got all of them? 
 
Bernice Spafford  19:00 
I think on that one, because of—well, I think I made a hundred on that, but I just wondered if they had 
any—that was the requirement that everybody had to pass a spelling test. 
 
Jerry Laney  19:13 
No, I never had to [take one?]. 
 
Bernice Spafford  19:14 
Now I have to use a dictionary when I write letters sometimes, but I just thought that was interesting.  
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Jerry Laney  19:20 
Yeah, it would be. 
 
Bernice Spafford  19:21 
Everybody had to take a physiology class too at the first time when I first came. That was basically... 
 
Jerry Laney  19:30 
What's physiology? 
 
Bernice Spafford  19:32 
The body and all that.  
 
Jerry Laney  19:35 
Oh, I see.  
 
Bernice Spafford  19:35 
[Inaudible] special courses you had to take it no matter what—whether you were interested in science. 
 
Jerry Laney  19:40 
That's like what we have here. There's a list—and the list is huge—of all University Studies that we must 
take, and I'm an Accounting major. And it's very difficult to take all those, all the courses you need in your 
major and all electives. So, you have to work with that and that's why people are here four and a half, 
five years. I must take summer school unless—if I want to graduate in four years. Because I'm— 
 
Bernice Spafford  20:04 
Simply because you think can't get the classes in? 
 
Jerry Laney  20:07 
That and that an Accounting major starts out behind.  
 
Bernice Spafford  20:11 
How do you mean? 
 
Jerry Laney  20:12 
They have the juniors and senior years already planned out. And the courses you must take in those 
years because you need these for placements and interviews and stuff. And you have two other years, 
your freshman and sophomore year, to take all the University Studies because there's no room in those 
two years to take them, unless you want to take an overload, but you have to have a 2.7 grade average. 
And they don't require—they don't list what you have to have but you do have to have them, you have to 
have a certain amount of hours outside, and you have to—it's just that you don't have enough time. There 
are too many hours and too little space. So if you take an overload then you can make it up. But if you 
don't take an overload, you're six hours behind. And then, I have a minor, a Spanish minor, and I've been 
taking courses in there, so I've been missing other University Studies. So now I am twelve—actually I'm 
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thirty hours behind, I have to take thirty hours in one semester, which I can't do. Fifteen is the max. So I 
have to take summer school.  
 
Bernice Spafford  21:12 
It's the Commerce [inaudible]. The Old Main—the Old Castle was there, the Commerce Department 
[inaudible]. 
 
Jerry Laney  21:39 
It's very difficult to get a double major here, unless you have the time or the diligence to take too many 
courses. Most people just get by with a major, and maybe a minor if you can fit it in. 
 
Bernice Spafford  21:51 
Basically, the graduates here, don't expect to go out and teach now? I mean, that's a question, do they…? 
 
Jerry Laney  22:00 
Teaching school? No. That's what—that stands for as far as I know. They have a great teaching school 
here and teacher's certificates and whatnot. But people don't—when you enroll here, it's not the fact of 
it's a teaching school. It's thought of as a business school and education. Teaching, it's not in there. You 
can come here and you can learn how to teach. But, it's not written anywhere. 
 
Bernice Spafford  22:34 
Basically, in 1936, that's what it was.  
 
Jerry Laney  22:36 
Is that what it was? Yeah, it was sort of dropped [inaudible]. But I do remember reading about it being a 
teaching school for so long and then they— 
 
Bernice Spafford  22:47 
But basically, all of the kinds of training you got to help you teach, it was so useful in whatever you do. I 
just know in my own work now that just to all new people—to help them—you just have a better way, 
because you've—you know, you've had that training of how to help people. And so, it's just kind of 
rewarding to feel good about your background, and what you have learned at ISU. 
 
Jerry Laney  23:25 
If there's nothing else, that about wraps it up. I thank you for taking the time to talk to me with this oral 
history. They will use it later on to find out what it was like 45, 50 years ago all the way up to today. They 
go from '36, '41, '46, '51, to '76. 
 
Bernice Spafford  23:45 
Well, it's been my pleasure, and I'm glad I came from California to see you. 
 
Jerry Laney  23:51 
Thank you.  
